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NOTES FROM THE MEDICAL PRESS 

in charge of 

Elisabeth Robinson Scovil 

Accidents During Anesthesia. — In a report of a meeting of 
the American Association of Anesthetists it is stated that the mortal- 
ity from the use of anesthetics is much larger than is usually sup- 
posed. In statistics compiled by Dr. Stewart of Cincinnati it was 
found that in 10,700 operations for removal of tonsils and adenoids 
twenty deaths had occurred. Every possible precaution must be 
taken in cases of disease involving the heart. Patients may die of 
intense fear, and worry about and dread of the anesthetic may delay 
digestion so that vomiting under anesthesia may cause death. The 
forward inclined sitting posture or the horizontal position with the 
head low lessens the danger from inhaled vomitus. 

Autoserotherapy of Cancer. — The Journal of the American 
Medical Association, in a synopsis of an article in the Berliner Klin- 
ische Wochenschrift, Berlin, reports the result of autoserotherapy in 
the case of a woman 44 years old who had been suffering for three 
years from cancer of the breast with various complications. One 
breast had been amputated, and the next year a second operation was 
required, followed by Roentgen ray treatment. In two years from 
the time of the first operation nodules adjacent to the operation scar 
reappeared and ascites developed. Six months later she received 10 
to 20 cm. of fluid aspirated from the abdominal cavity and reinjected 
under the abdominal skin. The next month she received two or three 
injections a week and at the same time the nodules were given 
Roentgen ray treatment. The nodules, in sharp contrast to their 
behavior following the preceding series of exposures, began to show 
a marked tendency to retrogress. The patient continued to receive 
two injections weekly from May until September, improvement con- 
tinued, and gradually all symptoms disappeared. By October no clin- 
ical trace of a carcinomatous disease process could be discovered, and 
the appetite and general health were good compared with the former 
condition. C. Lewin, who publishes the case, reported a previous 
case of this kind in which the results were equally good from this 
autovaccination, omitting the use of the Roentgen rays. 

Syringing Ears. — The Practitioner lays down two rules for this 
procedure. The water used must be at the temperature of the body. 
If the ear is being syringed to remove pus it must be done very gently ; 
if to soften wax the stream must have some force. An exception is 
made when the patient has earache and may have an acute otitis 
media, or other lesion behind the plug of wax. 
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